Brief comment text:

As a ham radio operator, volunteer firefighter/EMT, CERT Team member, and former Search and rescue technician; I am obviously very keen on emergency preparedness, but also innovation. 

I live in Napa Valley, as the name suggests, being nestled in the valley means Line of sight RF transmissions are difficult. in order to enable communications, Towers are set up throughout the valley on ridgetops to be able to communicate vital information. The Nunn, Atlas, and Lightning complex fires severely limited access to these towers, knocking out cell communications, radio broadcasts, and more for several days. 

The ongoing Airport Fire threatened the same. Due to the nature of centralized communication structures, Major threats exist to otherwise unpopulated land. This is resource intensive.

The bandwidth in question has been used to create low powered, redundant, reliable mesh communications networks to circumvent the need for communications, an open source passion project for Hobbyists. Right now this worldwide network is in its growth phase, but if better established, would revolutionize emergency managment.

But Hobbyists don't generate revenue, so who cares? Well, they generate technology. Another hobby I'm  a part of is building and flying multirotor sUAS (drones). A decade ago, I thought they were a fun diversion. Today, my mostly open-source hobby acts as a force-multiplier like never before, completely upturning military doctrine and revolutionizing the battlefield. 

By locking out American citizen's ability to tinker in their free time, American's will be on the back foot. We will be forced to rely on foreign experts to develop costly solutions to problems that are unfamiliar to everyday Americans. People who would otherwise be subject matter experts will be relegated to sending CW messages using 100 year old technology. This is how NOT to create knowledgeable young Scientists, Engineers, and technicians. 

Allowing technology to expand abroad, but limiting access on our home soil creates a defense risk. 
